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Dr. Ram A. Cnaan, M.S.W., Ph. D. is a Professor and Director, Program for Religion and Social Policy Research at the University 
of Pennsylvania, School of Social Policy & Practice. He is the Faculty Director the Goldring Reentry Initiative which works to 
reduce recidivism. He is also a Global Eminent Scholar at Kyung Hee University Graduate Institute of Peace, South Korea. 
Professor Cnaan is the past president of ARNOVA (Association for Research on nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary action). 
He is the originator of the first practice degree in social work (DSW) which is now in its 10th year and replicated by some 12 
schools. He received his doctorate degree from the School of Social Work at the University of Pittsburgh, and his B.S.W. and 
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Local Congregations Support Quality of Life in Urban America (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006) and Cases in Innovative 
Nonprofits: Organizations that Make a Difference (Sage, 2014).  Professor Cnaan is considered an international expert in the 
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in four countries. Currently, professor Cnaan works on three new books: one on religious organization and society; one on 
community organizations; and one a family history project.
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